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MARION M. KING 


President’s Letter 


It is a pleasure to have this opportunity to 
greet all OLA members in this first issue of 
our BULLETIN for 1960. May it be a year of 
professional growth for us all. Most of our 
committees are well embarked on their work 
for the year. 

Clara Hart, as National Library Week 
chairman, was the first to start by getting 
Ben D. Zevin of the World Publishing Com- 
pany to accept the appointment of State 
Citizen chairman. Then Clara attended the 
National Library Week Midwest Workshop 
in Chicago November 10-11. Let’s all co- 
operate with her and her committee by fol- 
lowing their suggestions for making our com- 
munities more aware of their libraries dur- 
ing the week of April 3-9. In fact, we’ve 
found that National Library Week has been 
so publicized nationally that John Q. Citizen 
thinks his librarian is asleep at the switch 
if he hasn’t some big project planned for 
that week. 

Ashtabula will be celebrating that week 
by entertaining the Northeast District Meet- 
ing on April 8, according to District Meeting 
Chairman Marjorie Cochran. Other district 
meetings will be held April 22 at Perrys- 
burg; April 29 at Lincoln Lodge, Columbus; 
May 6 at Middletown; and May 13 at Lake 
Hope. 

Clytie Strahler and her Sub-Professional 
Workshop Committee are working, too. There 
will be workshops, but that’s all we know 
as yet. 

OLA was invited to send representatives 
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to the five-state regional Conference on 
Aging sponsored by the American Medical 
Association in Cleveland October 28-29. Rep- 
resenting us were Dr. Fern Long, Ida Gosh- 
kin, Mrs. Louise Ralston, and your president. 

Walter Brahm is serving on one of the 
Governor’s Committees preparing for the 
Governor’s Conference on Aging slated for 
September, 1960. Dr. Fern Long kindly 
consented to chairman a committee to pre- 
pare a report on the role of the public li- 
brary in giving service to the aged, what is 
being done, and what should be done by 
libraries. All this is in preparation for a 
White House Conference on Aging scheduled 
for January, 1961. 

More than ten librarians attended the 
Governor’s Conference on Children and 
Youth at Mershon Auditorium in Columbus 
November 19. We were pleased to find that 
libraries were mentioned more than once in 
the report prepared by committees working 
throughout the year. 

We're even beginning to plan for that big 
conference scheduled for October 13-14-15 
at the Commodore-Perry in Toledo. We ex- 
pect to do some definite program planning 
the latter part of January. We'd like to 
know what kind of conference our members 
really want—big name speakers an interna- 
tional affairs or books? Authors? Or a pro- 
gram which would really contribute to our 
professional growth? We are sincere in in- 
viting your suggestions as to how we can 
make this OLA program of vital interest 
to the greatest number of our members. 
Please do write us your ideas pronto. Send 
them either to your Round Table Chairman 
or to me. 

Wasn’t our Columbus Conference an ex- 
cellent one? Bouquets go to our efficient 
past president, Elma Whitney, who planned 
all the general sessions. We were given con- 
tact with authors, up-to-date science, a view 
of the world beyond our shores, and a so- 
ciology lesson featuring books and libraries, 
with appropriate dashes of humor through- 
out the conference, all presided over most 
graciously. 

We mourn the loss of Margaret Fullerton, 
head of the Traveling Library Division of 
the State Library. For many years, we have 
appreciated her gracious assistance when se- 
lecting books for our extension libraries. We 
shall miss her greatly. 

We are fortunate in having two dedicated 
men getting out our OLA BULLETIN. Paul 
Noon as Editor and Chapman Parsons as 
Business Manager are continuing in their 
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respective capacities this year. Paul is de- 
pending upon you members to send him 
news items, so don’t forget to send him any- 
thing you think should be in the April 
BULLETIN by March 1. 

I want to express my appreciation for the 
wonderful cooperation I’ve had in getting 
our committees set up. I’m sure Ohio li- 
brarians are exceptional in the way they 
accept time-consuming, tough assignments. 
It promises to be a good year! 

MARION M. KING, President. 





Legislative Committee Report 

There is very little I can tell you that you 
do not already know. The Legislative Com- 
mittee held three important meetings be- 
tween July of 1958 and the adjournment of 
the Legislature in 1959, the first on July 2, 
1958, in Columbus; the second on November 
6, 1958, at French Lick, Indiana; and the 
third on March 13, 1959, in Columbus. Dur- 
ing the first two, the legislative needs of 
Ohio libraries were considered and a plan 
of action decided upon to meet the antici- 
pated attack of the Municipal League upon 
the county intangibles tax law. By the time 
of the third meeting, attended by members 
of the Joint Public Relations Committee as 
well as by Legislative Committee members, 
it was possible to consider all bills intro- 
duced affecting libraries and decide whether 
to oppose or support them. 

The committee voted to support HB 140 
(sponsored by OLA-OLTA) and the State 
Library Budget and to oppose HB 538, 
HB 711 and SB 68. 

HB 140, designed to remove the $50,000 
ceiling on motor vehicle insurance, to make 
the county prosecutor legal advisor for all 
public libraries or to employ counsel when 
the prosecutor was adversely interested or 
too busy to act, and to define school library 
and public library services in terms of the 
contract section authorizing board of educa- 
tion- public library contracts, was consid- 
ered by OLA to be a non-controversial bill. 
Contrary to expectations, however, this bill 
was violently and emotionally opposed both 
by municipal and school representatives. It 
was eventually passed after being rewritten. 
The rewriting did not change the intent of 
the bill, so library objectives were achieved. 

The State Library was granted a budget 
of $870,000 for the biennium, an increase of 
approximately $270,000 over the previous bi- 
ennium. $190,000 of the increase is in state 
aid, $80,000 for State Library operation. Part 
of the increase will be used to reimburse the 
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Cincinnati and Cleveland libraries for their 
service to the blind in Ohio. 

House Bills 538 (sponsored by the Ohio 
Education Association and concerned with 
the financing of school library service from 
intangibles taxes) and 711 (introduced by 
municipal interests and changing the intan- 
gibles tax law to make it impossible for li- 
braries to use monies from this source for 
buildings or improvements) were both killed. 

SB 68, which started as a bill to permit 
school board employees to be appointed to 
library boards, was amended and enacted 
into law over the opposition of library rep- 
resentatives. Libraries argued that there was 
a definite conflict of interest when a school 
employee serves on a library board and that 
library board has financial or administrative 
negotiations with his employer—the Board 
of Education. They not only failed to make 
their point but saw municipal interests se- 
cure approval of an amendment saying “no 
person shall be ineligible for membership on 
a board of public library trustees because 
of his employment by a school district or 
other political subdivision, provided that a 
majority . .. shall be persons not employed 
by school districts or other political sub- 
divisions.” The Legislative Committee re- 
grets the enactment of this legislation, which 
it believes to be a bad law. It regrets even 
more the fact that school people became so 
bitter about OLA’s stand on the bill. 

Amended SB 160, the bill passed changing 
certain sections of the Retirement Law, has 
made it possible to exempt from PERS new 
appointees employed less than 20 hours a 
week. This change was sponsored by OLA. 

In its legislative work the committee had 
the support of many state-wide organiza- 
tions as well as of the librarians and library 
trustees of Ohio. It extends its thanks to 
all who helped, but it gives its special thanks 
to Mr. Foutts and Mr. Brahm. It was be- 
cause of these two that the committee had 
“The Approaching Storm” to distribute and 
it believes this publication was of real as- 
sistance in telling the library story. With- 
out Mr. Brahm no Legislative News Letters 
would have reached you; in fact, there would 
have been no legislative program. 

MILDRED W. SANDOE. 





EXHIBITORS “GIFT” OLA 
A. L. Remley, acting for the Exhibitors at 
the 1959 OLA Conference, has presented 
OLA with a check for $32. We wish to take 
this opportunity to express our appreciation 
to our friendly exhibitors for this gift. 
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LIBRARY 
BINDERY 


PERSONNEL CHANGES 


LILLIAN C. CLARKE has been appointed 


as librarian of the East Cleveland Public 
Library. Mrs. Clarke came to East Cleve- 
land in 1935 after seven years in Boston 
and Providence Libraries. She has been 
assistant librarian in East Cleveland since 
1953. MARGARET LOVATT will be assist- 
ant librarian at the East Cleveland Public 
Library. Miss Lovatt came to East Cleve- 
land in 1948 after eighteen years of experi- 
ence in the libraries of Liverpool, England. 
MRS. GWENDA SWANSON is the new head 
of the East Cleveland Library’s Circulation 
Desk. She has been associated with the Li- 
brary since her high school days. 


JOAN I. MORELAND, Lower Hutt, New 
Zealand, has succeeded PHYLLIS CARMEAN 
in the Reference Department at the Lima 
Public Library. She is also in charge of the 
Audio-Visual program. Miss Moreland is a 
graduate of Victoria University, Wellington, 
and the New Zealand School of National Li- 
brary Service. She also has studied at Trin- 
ity College of Music, London, England. She 
has had excellent library experience in Eng- 
land and New Zealand. ELEANOR RUTH 
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TUBB, a 1959 graduate from Florida State 
Library School, 
staff of the Lima Public Library as assistant 


University has joined the 


in the Children’s Department. 


JANE E. DAVIES has been appointed li- 
brarian of Harding Junior High School, 
Lakewood. She received her BA from Kent 
State University and her MS in LS from 
Western Reserve University. Her experience 
includes three years as children’s librarian 
in Elyria and three years as children’s li- 
brarian in a branch of the Cleveland Li- 
brary. ROSEMARY MACKINAW has joined 
the staff of Lakewood Public Library as 
first assistant in the boys’ and girls’ room. 
She received her MS in LS from Western 
Reserve. She has served as children’s li- 
brarian in Westerville and Mansfield. RUTH 
EHLERT WALKER (Mrs. Hugo C.) is a 
part-time elementary school librarian in the 
Lakewood system. She received her library 
degree at Western Reserve and served as a 
teacher and librarian in the Cleveland ele- 
mentary schools. 


HARRIET G. LONG, professor emeritus, 
School of Library Science, Western Reserve 
University, is teaching one course in the 
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The g change ave taken place 

f iblic Library of Cincinnati and 
amilton County MRS. MARY ANN 
YOUNG, graduate of Miami University, has 
been appointed to the Browsing and Young 
People’s Department. MRS. SUSAN HILL 


SCHMALTZ, graduate of Duk: 


University 


has been ap- 


and Simmons Library 


I School, 
the Browsing and Young People’s 
ELIZABETH M. LEWIS, for- 
lik Deer Park Branch, 
Fiction Divi- 


s a graduate of the Uni- 


pointed t 
Department 
branch librarian at 
has been appointed head of the 
sion. Miss Lewis 
versity i and Columbia Library 
Schoo] the place of MRS. 
MARGARET C. LUEDEKE, who has accept- 
ed a position with the California State Li- 
brary. MRS. MARGARET FLEMING ESSE, 
graduate of McMaster Universitv. Hamilton, 
Ontario, and the Library School at Toronto 
University, has been apnointed as an assist- 
the History and Literature Depart- 
ILSE HEINRICH, children’s librarian 
from Berlin, Germany, who has been with 
us for two years in the Children’s Room and 
at several branches, returns to Berlin in 
October. HILDA LIMPER, graduate of Car- 
negie Library School, has been appointed by 
the Board of Trustees to a newly-created 
position — Specialist, Exceptional Children. 
Miss Limper will work with leaders, teach- 
ers and parents of all children who are ex- 
ceptional, mentally or physically; the 
tarded child as well as the child with the 
high IQ, the child retarded in reading, the 
slow learner, the deaf, the blind, the phy- 
sically handicapped and the emotionally dis- 
turbed. Library service has always been 
provided for this particular part of the juve- 
nile public, but Miss Limper’s appointment 
will centralize and intensify it. Miss Limper 
was, before her appointment, the children’s 
librarian of the Mt. Washington Branch Li- 
brary. 


taking 


ant in 
ment. 


re- 


New appointments to the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library staff: VERA W. SCHOTT has 
been appointed supervisor of Work with 
Young Adults of Cleveland Public Library, 
succeeding JEAN ROOS, who retired July 1. 
Miss Schott has been with the library 20 
years, but spent 18 years as Children’s De- 
partment head of Wichita City Library. She 
is a graduate of Western Reserve University 
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School of Library Science. ELEANOR M. 
PETERSON will assistant head of 
the General Reference Department on Jan- 
iarv 2. 1960. She has her library degree 
from the University of Illinois, is a former 


become 


Cleveland Public Library staff member from 


1942 to 1945, and has been in the Univer- 
sitv of Pittsburgh Library since 1955. 
Other staff recently appointed to the 


Cleveland Public Library system: ANNA E. 
HORN (University of Michigan), Young 
Adult librarian at South Brooklyn Branch; 
KATHLEEN PRETTYMAN, History, Biog- 
raphy, Travel Department, Main Library; 
ARTHUR A. MEYER JR. (Carnegie Li- 
brary School, 53), Young Adult librarian at 
Lorain Branch, formerly at Dartmouth Col- 
lege Library. VIOLA GUSDANOVIC ( West- 
ern Reserve B. L. S., ’36), assistant librarian 
at East 79th Street Branch, has had many 
years of experience in New York and other 
libraries. STEWART BUTTEN (Emory Uni- 
versity A. M. L. S., °51), assistant librarian 
at Brooklyn Branch, worked previously in 
the Dayton and Cuyahoga County systems. 
MRS. HELEN T. SUH (Western Reserve 
M.S. L. S., 59), children’s librarian at Nor- 
wood Branch. MARIGOLD J. LEWIS, an 
English librarian, is spending a year in the 
Hospitals Division of the Hospitals and In- 
stitutions Department. 


Three new catalogers include: VILA ZAD- 
NIKAR ((Western Reserve M. S. L. S., ’59), 
IRENE S. WEI (Western Reserve M. S. L. S., 


59), and MARGARET VOSBURGH (West- 


ern Reserve B. L. S., °34). 


MAURICE L. FELDMAN is now Periodi- 
cals librarian at Miami University. He grad- 
uated this past spring from the University 
of Michigan Law School and was for a 
number of years a member of the English 
faculty and the staff of the Louis R. Wilson 
Library at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. 


BERNICE HUBER, after three years of 
service as a bookmobile librarian at Dayton 
Public Library, is now head of Bookmobile 
Service at the Fulton-Henry Regional Li- 
brary Service Center in Napoleon. 


OSWALD H. JOERG, former assistant li- 
brarian at Youngstown, is the new director 
of the Davenport (Iowa) Public Library. Mr. 
Joerg was at Youngstown a little more than 
two years and came from Evansville, Indiana. 
He also has been a librarian at New York 
University, New York City Public Library, 
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and Washington, D. C. He was graduated 
from New York University with a bachelor’s 
degree in public administration, earned his 
master’s degree in library science at Colum- 
bia and has completed additional graduate 
study toward a doctorate at Columbia, Indi- 
ana, and Western Reserve Universities. 


MARION BURCH of Marietta, Oklahoma, 
is now librarian at Lepper Library in Lis- 
bon, succeeding MRS. RUTH VINCENT, who 
has retired. Mr. Burch is a former super- 
intendent of Love County Schools in Okla- 
homa and in charge of the system’s library. 


JAMES HAFER is the new head of the 
Newark Public Library. He succeeds MRS. 
MARY PIERCE, who retired January 1, 1960, 
after 41 years of service. Mr. Hafer received 
his library degree from Carnegie Institute 
of Technology and since graduation he has 
served as reference assistant at the Akron 
Public Library, librarian at the Kate Love 
Simpson Library at McConnelsville, and was 
librarian at the Salem Public Library for 
five years. 


LARRY EARL BONE is the new librar- 
ian at Avon Lake Public Library. 


RONALD C. TOLLAFIELD is now head 
of the Akron Public Library Extension De- 
partment, replacing NANCY MILLER, who 
left to take a post in the Ohio State Uni- 
versity School of Law Library. Tollafield 
has been at Akron since 1953, the last three 
years as librarian at Firestone Branch. 


MABEL HELEN DEANE, an exchange 
teacher from Pakistan, has been appointed 
to the bookmobile staff at Martins Ferry 
Library. She will work largely with the 
Zanes Trace bookmobile which serves 21 
schools in Belmont County. 


MRS. VIRGINIA MacLEAN is now head 
of the Traveling Library Department of the 
State Library. She was transferred to the 
Traveling Library and had charge of it 
during MARGARET FULLERTON’S illness. 
Mrs. MacLean has been employed by the 
State Library for the past two years as 
assistant library consultant in charge of the 
directory and personnel work under the su- 
pervision of MRS. FAITH STOUGHTON. 
She is a graduate of the University of Michi- 
gan Library School and was previously em- 
ployed by the Hackley Public Library, 
Muskegon, Michigan, and the Cincinnati Art 
Museum Library. 
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Encyclopedia 





IS A COMPLETE 
REFERENCE SECTION 


World Book Encyclopedia should be 
the keystone of any library reference 
section. 

Each major article in World Book 
has been researched and prepared by 
an outstanding authority in the field. 
Text is easy to read. Words are se- 
lected for clarity of idea and expres- 
sion. Material is always up to date. 
Students, especially, sense a friend- 
liness in World Book. All articles are 
written at the grade level of the sub- 
ject being studied, without imposing, 
brow-furrowing phrases. 

World Book is a pleasure to use. ‘The 
most reliable reference you can place 
on your shelves, it is in the highest 
tradition of fine library service. 


Vor further information contact your 
nearest office: 
Cleveland-RICHARD M. WIT 
3441 Lee Road 
Cleveland 20 
Cincinnati-MRS. BINKY WITHERSPOON 
Midwestern Indemnity Bldg. 
6901 Wooster Pike 
Cincinnati 27, Ohio 
Columbus-W. QUINN McADOO 
85 East Gay St. 
Columbus 15, Ohio 


Toledo——-PETER CARROLL 
910-5 Secor Hotel 
Toledo 3, Ohio 
FIELD ENTERPRISES 
EDUCATIONAL CORPORATION 


Merchandise Mart Plaza 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 
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LARRY POWELL’S “A PASSION FOR BOOKS” 


. . . ONE MAN’S OPINION. 


WHAT’S YOURS? 


By JessE H. SHERA, Dean, Western Reserve University School of Library Science 
fe ) y 


Lawrence Clark Powell. A Passion for Books. 
(Cleveland. The World Publishing Co. 
1958. 249 p. $4.50.) 

This is a difficult book to read and one 
that is equally difficult to review, for it is 
a pompous book, a pretentious book, a book 
that self-consciously strives to be “literary,” 
but it ends as an agglomeration of platitudes 
clothed in elegant sentimentality. No one 
displays his heart more conspicuously on his 
sleeve, nor parades his pedantry with more 
ostentation, than does Lawrence Clark Pow- 
ell. The librarian of the University of Cali- 
fornia obviously himself as a mid- 
century counterpart of A. Edward Newton 
and William Lyon Phelps, with overtones of 
Richard Halliburton. But he lacks the sound 
bibliographic knowledge of Newton and the 
whimsical facility of Phelps. He may not 
have swum the Hellespont nor looked upon 
the Taj Mahal by moonlight, but at least he 
saw “the Flying Scotsman,” and stood in 
reverent self-adoration before the “four- 
storied building of the Faculte des Lettres 
where, twenty-five years ago to the month, 
I had faced the jury in defense of my thesis 
and been awarded the Doctorate of the Uni- 
versity of Dijon.” To be sure, every sensitive 
person carries in secret his own private 
laurel crown, but the times when it can be 
publicly displayed are few in number, and 
even on such occasions it should be worn 
cocked over one ear. 


sees 


The volume, which is a collection of nine- 
teen essays, is divided into two parts, de- 
nominated appropriately Part I and Part II, 
and is an addition to library shelves rather 
than to library literature since most, if not 
all, of its contents have been previously pub- 
lished. No right-thinking librarian would 
deny the thesis of this book, that the art of 
librarianship is rooted in humanism or that 
the role of the librarian is to mediate be- 
tween the reader and the written word. 
Therefore, that the librarian must have a 
profound knowledge of both books and 
people is a truism that has been repeated 
so often that it has become trite. But one 
may properly question whether a “passion” 
for books is the true test of the humanist 
and scholar, be he librarian or be he not. 
For what marks the good librarian, as it 


marks the good scholar, is not love of books 
but love of truth—of knowledge—of ideas 

of wisdom. And when humanism turns to 
sentimentality it sows the seeds of its own 
Powell may be right when he 
says in his Preface that “he who loves not 


destruction. 


books will find these essays meaningless.” 
But this reviewer cannot accept the impli- 
cation that many who take delight in books, 
even some who find in books a certain tactile 
satisfaction, or who, as the author says, “like 
myself cannot live a day without some con- 
tact with books,” will find these essays any- 
thing but boring. 

Throughout this sentimentalizing there 
runs, as there so often does in sentimen- 
tality and exhibitionism, an undercurrent of 
insincerity. The author does protest too 
much, he is the lineal descendant of Samuel 
Butler’s George Pontifex who “had made up 
his mind to admire only what he thought it 
would be creditable in him to admire, to look 
at nature and art only through the spectacles 
that had been handed down to him by gen- 
eration after generation of prigs and im- 
postors.” Mr. Pontifex who, at his first sight 
of Mont Blanc was thrown into such a “con- 
ventional ecstasy,” that “I was so overcome 
by my feelings that I was almost bereft of 
my faculties, and would not for worlds have 
spoken after my first exclamation till I found 
some relief in a gush of tears.” 

Like the Alps, the world of letters is a 
treacherous place for such people as Powell 
to go scrambling about. Before they know 
it they will have slithered into an emotional 
frenzy and will have made such outlandish 
pronouncements as: “At this stage of my 
experience (the moment when Powell was 
lost in his remembrance that Beatrix Potter 
had lived and died on her sheep farm in the 
Lake Country) I would be tempted to trade 
Wadsworth for ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit,’ 
Coleridge for ‘Squirrel Nutkin,’ with Southey 
thrown in for ‘Aunt Jemima Puddleduck’.” 
With just one more swig of camomile tea, 
Larry Powell might have experienced some 
difficulty in distinguishing Mr. McGregor 
from the Merchant of Venice. 

The publication of these essays was a dis- 
service to librarianship, for basically they 
are anti-intellectual. Their very priggishness 
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robs the librarian of the dignity of scholar- 
ship and leaves him only the ego-centrism 
of the pedant. Moreover the book fans anew 
the flames of controversy, for its author has 
provided ammunition for those who would 
attack librarians both from humanism and 
from science. For the humanist, Powell sup- 
ports the prejudice that librarians are an 
illiterate and prudish breed, and to the scien- 
tist he is himself convincing evidence that 
librarians have not the toughness of mind, 
nor the intellectual capacities to deal with 
facts wherever they are to be found. 


“A Passion for Books” is a passion for 
Powell. And as these words are being writ- 
ten we are startled bv the sensation of a 
short, sharp, shock. The vibration of our 
typewriter has jarred this bit of Powelliana 
(we could not resist the insertion of the i) 
from the corner of our desk to the floor! 
Such a trivial coincidence may have within 
it whatever symbolism one cares to put 
there, but at least it provides the occasion 
to auote, with appropriate alterations, those 
lines with which Dorothy Parker once 
parodied A. A. Milne: 

Hush! Hush! Nobody cares— 

Lawrence Clark Powell is falling downstairs. 
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National Library Week Committee 


Ben D. Zevin, chairman of the Ohio Citi- 
zens Committee for National Library Week, 
April 3-9, 1960, has completed his state- 
wide committee for this event. The Honor- 
able Michael V. DiSalle, Governor of the 
State of Ohio, is honorary chairman. 

For your convenience in locating the mem- 
bers in your area, their names are grouped 
by localities. 

AKRON: Norman P. Auburn, president, 
University of Akron; Martin Essex, 
president, American Association of 
School Administrators and superintend- 
ent of Akron Schools; John S. Knight, 
president and editor of the Akron Bea- 
con Journal; Mrs. A. R. Ritzman, presi- 
dent of the Akron Public Library Board 
of Trustees. 

CHILLICOTHE: Eugene D. Rigney, man- 
aging officer, secretary - treasurer, the 
Mutual Loan & Savings Association. 

CINCINNATI: Paul W. Christensen, chair- 
man of the board, Cincinnati Gear Co.; 
Dr. Nelson Glueck, president, Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion; Frederick W. Ziv, chairman of 
the board, Ziv Television Programs, Inc. 

CLEVELAND: Ralph M. Besse, executive 


vice president, Cleveland Electric Il- 
luminating Co.; the Reverend John 
Bruere, Calvary Presbyterian Church; 


the Reverend Hugh E. Dunn, S.J., presi- 
dent, John Carroll University; Mrs. Don- 
ald T. Francis, president, League of 
Women Voters of Ohio; James C. Hanra- 
han, general manager, WEWS-TV; N. R. 
Howard, editor, the Cleveland News; 
Curtis Lee Smith, president, Cleveland 
Chamber of Commerce. 

COLUMBUS: A. Lovell Elliott of A. Lovell 
Elliott Advertising; Michael J. Lyden, 
president, Ohio AFL-CIO. 

DAYTON: James E. Fain, editor, Dayton 
Daily News; Harry P. Jeffrey of Iddings, 
Jeffrey & Donnelly; John D. Yeck of 
Yeck and Yeck Advertising Agency and 
Sales Counsel. 

OBERLIN: The Honorable Charles A. 
Mosher, Ohio State senator and presi- 
dent of the News-Tribune. 

YELLOW SPRINGS: Dr. James P. Dixon, 
president, Antioch College. 

YOUNGSTOWN: William F. Maag, Jr., 
publisher, the Youngstown Vindicator; 
Guion Osborn, district commercial man- 
ager, Ohio Belle Telephone Co. 
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Cooperative Centralized Processing at the 
Library Service Center of Eastern Ohio 


By Mary LatHRopP ECKFORD, Administrator 


In the cooperative sharing of books, 
knowledge, techniques and methods, librar- 
ians have always worked freely with one 
another toward the goal of better library 
service for all. It was inevitable that they 
would be quick to see the possibilities in 
organized group processes which would more 
effectively and economically bring books to 
the reading public. 

With rising costs and lack of trained per- 
sonnel, it has been an uphill job to improve 
service to the public. Cooperative practices 
have offered one solution to that problem. 

Many factors, both inside and outside the 
library, have given impetus to cooperative 
practices—an obvious one being the period 
in which we live. The twentieth century 
librarian is faced not only with the task 
of providing more and better books, he must 
also provide films, phonograph records, 
audio-visual aids; he must plan and imple- 
ment lecture programs, story hours, record 
concerts, film series and Great Books courses 
—and in addition he must serve as the com- 
munity specialist on books and reading. 
When technical processing and cataloging 
are added to these activities, “something has 
to give,” and all too often it does. 

The activities involved in bringing a print- 
ed page to a reader are essentially the same 
in every library. Even with all possible 
simplification of routine, certain operations 
must take place between the decision to buy 
a book and making that book available to 
the reader. The book must be selected, 
ordered, received, cataloged, processed for 
the shelves and paid for. 

The theory of regional or group coopera- 
tive processing grew out of duplications of 


essential activities, duplications costly in 
time, money and effort. Whether a library 
buys 1,000 or 10,000 books each year, it 


requires the services of someone capable of 
performing these processing functions. A 
processing center equalizes work load dif- 
ferences and performs these same services 
for both small and large libraries in a more 
orderly, efficient and economical manner. 
The consolidation of mechanical and tech- 
nical routines, with the use of specialized 
equipment, is the core of centralized proc- 
essing. 

The American Library Association has 
given considerable stimulation to the interest 


among state library associations, state li- 
brary agencies and individual libraries, and 
has accelerated the development of regional 
cooperative processing projects. The pas- 
sage of the Library Services Act has also 
had a marked effect on these developments. 

Regional or centralized processing centers 
are usually thought of as including ordering, 
cataloging, the physical preparation, distri- 
bution and payment functions. A compari- 
son of regional processing with processing 
by individual libraries suggests the follow- 
ing advantages: 

Cataloging costs are reduced. 

Larger discounts are obtained through con- 

solidated buying. 

Duplication of effort is reduced or elimi- 
nated. 

The volume processed justifies the pur- 
chase and use of modern mechanical 
equipment. 

Librarians are freed from technical and 
mechanical routines to devote time to 
more productive professional activities. 

This last advantage is a most important 
one, for librarians have long known and de- 
plored the fact that their best professional 
skills and services were all too often sub- 
merged in routine. With regional processing, 
the individual library gains tremendously 
through the released time of its professional 
staff. This released time can be used for 
such productive activities as: 

Extending the public relations program 

of the library. 

Devoting more time to book selection. 

Providing better reference service. 

Improving material control procedures 
with branches and extension service. 

Improving administrative plans and ac- 
tivities. 

Providing on-the-job 
professional staff. 
Providing additional public services pre- 
viously impossible because of lack of 

time. 

Enlarging the service area, while using 
the same staff. 

Centralized processing means. breaking 
down into their elements the processes and 
operations within a library and selecting 
those that can be effectively consolidated and 
centralized by voluntary agreement. 

With this general background in mind, a 


training for non- 
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group of librarians in eastern Ohio met in 
the fall of 1957 to discuss and consider the 
formation of a regional processing center. 
The Ohio State Library offered to the Board 
of Trustees of the Carnegie Library of Steu- 
benville a grant to investigate and evaluate 
the proposed center, in view of the needs 
for increased efficiency and service among 
local libraries faced with ever-growing prob- 
lems of personnel shortages and rising costs. 
This investigation was organized with three 
aims: 
1. To determine if a centralized processing 
center would improve and extend li- 
brary service. 


to 


To determine the nature and extent of 
the cooperative activities which the 
center might reasonably and effective- 
ly undertake. 

3. To determine the financial investment 

required to establish the center. 

A searching study was made of these aims 
in relation to the needs and expectations of 
the potential member libraries. David Grif- 
fith of the Carnegie Library in Steubenville 
and Helen Sunnafrank of the Guernsey 
County system conducted tests in their li- 
braries to determine a basis for processing 
costs. Armed with facts and figures, they 
contacted librarians and library trustees 
throughout eastern Ohio to develop support 
for the venture. 

After a year of study and investigation 
it was concluded that a regional processing 
cenier would improve and extend library 
service to the public. In determining the 
extent of services a center might properly 
undertake the possibilities seemed limitless, 
but the most pressing problem, and the one 
requiring the greatest investment in equip- 
ment, was that of getting books profession- 
ally cataloged and processed. It was de- 
cided that these functions of cooperative 
activity should be emphasized in initiating 
the Center. 

The financial investment to establish the 
Center was estimated at $36,000, of which 
$16,000 would be expended for capital ex- 
penditures and the remaining $20,000 for 
initial operations. The Center was envisioned 
as becoming self-sustaining in a year with 
a charge of .75 per book processed. The 
annual operating budget for the Center was 
estimated at $30,000, to be developed by 
processing 40,000 books per year. The li- 
braries in the contemplated service area 
could easily guarantee this volume. 

As a result of these initial studies. twelve 
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libraries tentatively agreed to participate in 
the Center and to commit not less than 75% 
of their book purchases through the Center. 
Only book purchasing, cataloging and proc- 
essing were entailed, interfering in no way 
with local autonomy or administration. 

The conclusions and recommendations of 
ihe study were submitted to the Ohio State 
Library Board along with a petition from 
a number of librarians in eastern Ohio, re- 
questing favorable consideration of the rec- 
ommendation that Federal Aid Funds be 
made available to initiate the project. The 
Ohio State Library approved the petition 
and allocated $35,000 from Federal Aid 
Funds for initial capital investment and 
operating costs, with $20,000 to be returned 
over an eight-year period. 

At that time library boards in eastern Ohio 
were invited to participate officially by 
signing a two-year contract to commit not 
less than 75% of their book purchases 
through the Center for ordering, cataloging 
and processing. Agreements were signed 
with the libraries of Barnesville, Cambridge. 


Coshocton, Dover, Martins Ferry, Millers- 
burg, New Lexington, New Philadelphia, 
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Salem, 
ville. 


Steubenville, Wellsville and Zanes- 

Representatives of these library systems 
met in Cambridge in early October 1958, 
established an official organization and elect- 
ed a board of directors, with David Griffith 
as president. The board employed an ad- 
ministrator and selected a site in Barnesville 
for the location of the Center. Initial opera- 
tions began in temporary quarters in Jan- 
uary, with a move to the permanent location 
in April. 

The estimated annual quantity of items to 
be processed and the plans for future growth 
were the most significant determining fac- 


tors in the selection of mechanical equip- 
ment. This was initially estimated to be 
about 40,000 books per year, anticipating 


that growth to 70,000 per year would take 
place within a reasonable time. 
The equipment selected included: 


Xerox (No. 1 camera) Challenge paper 
Multilith 1250 cutter (size 193) 
2 electric typewriters Work tables 
Potdevin pasting Book stacks 


machine 
Desks 

In general, factory type equipment proved 
more practical and economical than library 
type. The layout of the equipment was 
evolved only after several months of pro- 
duction, but has now been demonstrated as 
providing the best arrangement for speed 
and efficiency. 

Since the LSCEO is a cooperative effort, 
the members take a lively interest in the 
procedures as well as results. Regular meet- 
ings of the membership are held and policy 
questions are presented there for discussion. 
The members realize that the Center can 
work most efficiently when mass production 
methods are applied. They have all been 
willing to make whatever adjustments were 
necessary to gain the ends of speed and 
economy. 

The few controversial questions of cata- 
loging that arose were studied by a com- 
mittee that brought recommendations to the 
membership for agreement. Most of the 
operating decisions were left to the admin- 
istrator to establish through experience, with 
the subsequent endorsement of the board. 
Typical of these problems were: the number 
of cards to justify a set-up for mechanical 
reproduction as against individual typing, 
the ordering routines, invoicing and pay- 
ment procedures and the methods and fre- 
quency of completed book deliveries. 

The Center receives an order form in 


Book trucks 
Station wagon 
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quadruplicate for each title. Selection re- 
mains wholly the prerogative of the indi- 
vidual library. These orders are consolidated 
weekly, or oftener, and placed with the 
jobber offering the best discount. The Center 
retains three parts of the order form. One 
is used as a work slip and kept in a separate 
file. As LC proofsheets are received, they 
are checked against this file and pre-cata- 
loging is done. Older titles that can be cata- 
loged from National Catalog, Standard Cata- 
log, Booklist, etc., are also pre-cataloged. 
We have found this to be the most im- 
portant factor in speed and in preventing 
“back logs.” All cataloging is done from 
the work slips so that the book itself goes 
from invoice checking directly to jacketing 
and pasting, except where original cata- 
loging must be done, greatly reducing the 
handling of the books. Books move step by 
step on trucks and are not shelved until 
processing is completed and they are await- 
ing delivery. 

Catalog cards are reproduced by Xerox 
and Multilith from the LC proofsheets, or 
from a typed master copy prepared at the 
Center. The quantity of cards to be made 
is determined by both the current orders 
and the estimated future requirements for 
each title. Experience has shown that these 
judgments can be made with a high de- 
gree of accuracy. 

The Center is already reaping the benefits 
from the file of pre-run and over-run cards. 
Over 75% of the books received in any ship- 
ment are ready for jacketing and pasting 
immediately after being checked in. When- 
ever a basic title, or a title of continuing 
popularity is processed, extra cards are made 
and filed so that when additional copies are 
ordered the card sets can be pulled from 
the reserve. 

When delivered to the member libraries, 
the books are completely processed and ready 
for shelving. Processing includes a set of 
catalog cards, shelf list card, three book 
cards, spine label, book pocket, and plastic 
jacket. The pink slip from the order form 
accompanies the book when it is delivered. 

At the end of each month libraries are 
mailed statements showing the amount due 
for the books purchased and the amount of 
the processing charge. The green slips from 
the original multiple-copy order forms sup- 
port the statement of amount due. Thus each 
library has just one book bill to pay each 
month. 

During the early months of operation 
studies were made, and in fact are still be- 
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ing made. The methods and procedures were 
analyzed and charted with the following 
questions in mind: 

What improvements can be made in lay- 
out or procedure? 
Are any non-essential 

performed? 

Is the time spent in preventing an error 
more costly than correcting the error 
after it occurs? 

Could any action or end result be trans- 
ferred to the libraries with a cost saving 
to them? 

The overall consideration throughout the 
studies has been, and still is, one of explor- 
ing every possible way of reducing costs. 

The literature and reports on other cen- 
tralized processing operations are vague on 
the matter of costs. Those which do report 
costs often exclude overhead or certain ma- 
terial costs, making comparisons difficult. 
Based upon a study conducted in July, the 
following cost projections were developed 
from actual operations. Obviously it is im- 
possible to define a “normal” operating per- 
iod during the first year because of the 
continuing variations in procedure and pro- 
duction load, and necessary allowance for 
a training period for the staff, but these 
figures appear to be realisitc: 

No. of books 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000 
Total costs $34,140 $36,172 $37,704 $39,236 


operations being 


Cost per book .83 Rp .63 56 
Included are all costs of operating the 
Center, reduction of the debt, equipment 


depreciation and all material costs. 

From a study of this table it is obvious 
that the cost per book decreases with in- 
creased production. In any centralized or 
regional processing activity, the final and 
most important answer on cost per book 
concerns the question of volume processed. 

The LSCEO has a staff of six: an assistant 
who checks in all books, pulls order slips 
and completed card sets, and handles cor- 
respondence with jobbers; a typist who pre- 
pares cards for single copies and types sub- 
ject headings; an assistant who prepares 
masters and operates the duplicating ma- 
chinery and also acts as bookkeeper; a clerk 
who prepares spine labels and attaches the 
plastic jackets; the driver who doubles as 
machine operator and does the pasting; and 
the administrator (the only professional) 
who doubles as cataloger. 

Now that our routines are established and 
we know the capacity of staff and equip- 
ment, we have begun an organized project 
for adding new members. We are also con- 
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sidering the feasibility of doing processing 
on a per order basis for public and school 
libraries. 

As the Center approaches the end of its 
first year of operation, the following addi- 
tional items are being studied and 
sidered: 

Comparisons of parcel post versus station 
wagon delivery, recognizing factors of 
distance, quantity and frequency of de- 
livery. 

Ways of obtaining faster service and in- 
creased discounts from jobbers. 

The continued building of a file of pre- 
run cards for titles most likely to be 
ordered in the future. 

The extent to which detailed cataloging 
is required by libraries. 

Improved sources of materials and sup- 
plies. 

Relief from the cataloging and physical 
preparation activities has been most welcome 
to the member librarians, but additional 
Center services may well be developed in 
the future. Under consideration are such 
additional functions as a union catalog, a 
method for the rotation and exchange of ma- 
terials, subject specialization in book selec- 
tion, specialization in such areas as publicity, 
public relations, audio-visual aids, children’s 
work and work with older persons. Every 
possible activity which can be performed 
more economically, more effectively and 
more advantageously on a consolidated basis 
will always be investigated and considered. 


con- 


A Thank You from ‘Valter Brahm 
October 16, 1959 

Ohio Library Association 

Ohio Library Trustees Association 

Dear Friends: 

May I take this means of expressing my 
appreciation to the librarians and trustees 
of Ohio for the wonderful citation I was 
given at the OLA Conference. It was truly 
a surprise. 

The citation must be accepted on behalf 
of the fine State Library staff and the many 
librarians and trustees in the state. For 
whatever measure of service has been at- 
tained here at the State Library, it could 
not have been effected without them. 

Many, many thanks and our earnest hope 
that we may continue to provide assistance 
in your efforts to improve and develop li- 
brary service in Ohio. 

Sincerely yours, 
WALTER BRAHM, 
State Librarian. 
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Federal Relations Report 


This has been a good year for national 
legislative accomplishment. Nearly all states 
will for the first time participate to the full 
extent in the $7,500,000 per year Library 
Services Act. This has been reached in spite 
of Administration pressure to reduce federal 
aid to libraries, and thanks to many stalwart 
friends in both houses of Congress. Ohio will 
participate this year in the Act to the tune 
of some $270,000, and this will permit the 
State Library to continue good programs 
and to move on to new ones. Things are 
moving forward on other fronts: surplus 
property, Defense Education Act, charitable 
gifts, Informational Media Guarantee pro- 
gram, depository libraries, Library of Con- 
gress’ third building, etc. Some of these are 
passed, some need implementation each year, 
others are in various stages of fulfillment. 

With the heavy slugging on the Library 
Services Act done in previous years, this 
required only lighter jabbing, mostly in the 
form of letter writing to Congressmen and 
personal visits. It was not considered neces- 
sary to hold a committee meeting during the 
year. No Ohio Congressmen are on the Ap- 
propriations Committee this year, so perhaps 


BULLETIN 


with Gaylord Book Jacket Covers 
made of extra heavy 1% POINT MYLAR* 


e Adjustable 


Page 13 


‘ 


Ss 








only 6 sizes needed for 
standard books 74”-16” high 


@ Please write for complete information 


* Du Pont trademark for its polyester film 


Bros., Inc. 


Stockton, Calif. 





to that extent this Committee and OLA 
wields a little less influence than in former 
years. 

During the ALA Convention in June there 
was a luncheon which gave librarians and 
trustees a chance to meet with their Con- 
gressmen. Both Senators from Ohio and 
many of our Representatives attended. At 
this meeting we hope we got across our 
two-fold message: (1) thank you for what 
you have done; (2) please do more. 

ROBERT ERICKSON. 


Resignations and Retirements 

SARAH E. MILLER has resigned as li- 
brarian of the East Cleveland Public Library 
after 414% years of service. Miss Miller 
came to East Cleveland in 1918 as assistant 
to EDITH L. EASTMAN, the city’s first li- 
brarian, and she succeeded Miss Eastman as 
librarian in 1924. Miss Miller will make her 
home in Albany, New York, to be near 
her sister. 

MRS. RUTH VINCENT, Leeper Library, 
Lisbon, since 1939—except for five years in 
the 1940’s at Salem—has retired. Prior to 
coming to Ohio, Mrs. Vincent worked as a 
librarian in Tacoma and Seattle, Washington, 
for several years. 
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IN MEMORIAM 





It is with deep sorrow that we report the 
death on December 1, 1959, of MARGARET 
FULLERTON, head of the Traveling Library 
Department of the Ohio State Library. She 
had been ill for the past six weeks but was 
recovering so satisfactorily that her death 
came as a surprise and a shock. Miss Fuller- 
ton was born in Washington Court House, 
Ohio. She attended Wilson College at Cham- 
bersburg, Pennsylvania, and received her li- 
brary training at Enoch Pratt, Brooklyn. 

Her career was one of varied experience. 
Shortly after World War I she worked sev- 
eral years in the State Library. Early in 
the 1940’s she returned to the State Library 
as head of the City Circulation Department 
and later became head of the Traveling Li- 
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Miss Dorothy Fullerton 
Care Gerstner Funeral Home 
Washington Court House 
Thursday afternoon we learned of 
the death of your beloved sister and 
our very good friend Margaret. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to you. 
In her honor the Lima Public Library 
is planning to start a memorial or 
scholarship fund and hope that it will 
grow and grow as others join us. 
LENA B. NOFCIER AND 
CONSTANCE LYLE. 


TE EA 
brary. In the intervening years she worked 
in libraries in Cleveland and Cincinnati. She 
also worked briefly for the Westerville, Ohio, 
Public Library and the Library of the Bat- 
tele Research Institute in Columbus. 

In her work as head of the Traveling Li- 
brary, Miss Fullerton made a special niche 
for herself in the hearts of the librarians 
whom she served and the representatives of 
the book publishers. As a term of endear- 
ment for her ability to select children’s books 
and her spirit of helpfulness, the book repre- 
sentatives always referred to her as “The 
Little Flower.” Miss Fullerton had a great 
interest in the welfare of her colleagues and 
the employees of her department. She was 
a “mother” to the many young boys and 
girls who worked with her during the years 
she was in charge of the Traveling Library. 
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Miss Fullerton was of the old school, a 
rugged individualist, a disciplinarian, who 
at the same time could be generous with 
praise of her fellow workers. She was a 
member of the family, a person whom all 
of us will miss. 

WALTER BRAHM. 


College & University Round Table 


The membership in the College and Uni- 
versity Round Table totaled 143 this year. 
The purpose of the program of the Round 
Table has been to bring timely information 
to its members. Last year it involved a 
helpful discussion of paperbound books. This 
year the program covered a library con- 
sultant for the college libraries and an en- 
lightening talk on Russian libraries and 
documentation. 

Officers elected for 
were: 

PRESIDENT: Mrs. Mary M. Gillham, To- 

ledo. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT- 

ELECT: Dr. Paul Leedy, Bowling Green. 

SECRETARY: Mrs. Mary Amner of Kent. 


ILO FISHER. 
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY COOPERATION: 
STANDARDS, GOALS — NOW WHAT?* 


By ELEANOR E. AHLERS, Executive Secretary, 


It is with some trepidation that I address 
you today. Although the topic was selected 
for me, it is one that is of great interest to 
me, and I trust to all of you. My only hope 
is to avoid repeating all the old cliches and 
to bring to you an approach that will leave 
you with a challenge and a better under- 
standing of the place of the school library 
in the total library picture, both on a na- 
tional level and in Ohio. 

We have confidence that libraries are here 
to stay—not only to stay but to grow and 
expand in order to aid in providing educa- 
tional resources for broadening and intensi- 
fying American education. In “Libraries 
Today,” the statement adopted by the ALA 
Council, January 30, 1958, this philosophy 
was expressed, and it was further stated that 
children in elementary and high schools 
must be surrounded by books to enrich their 
regular courses and to aid the gifted; that 
at the college level the needs of the in- 
creased enrollments must be met, as well as 
new demands for study in science and lan- 
guage; that great research libraries must 
strengthen their holdings; that “as the edu- 
cational agency which provides the means 
for the continued self-education of our citi- 
zens, our public libraries must be supported 
with the means adequate to the needs of a 
new era.” Today I should like to discuss 
with you the ways in which the best school 
library services can be provided in carrying 
out the above philosophy. 

Public librarians were largely responsible 
for the beginning of school libraries. They 
began to place small collections in schools 
early in the twentieth century as teaching 
methods changed and the single textbook 
was no longer considered adequate. Collec- 
tions of books were gathered into central 
locations in school buildings and in some in- 
stances these library rooms became branches 
of the public library. Books were catalogued 
and processed; contracts were made with the 
schools; staffs were augmented and school 
library departments were set up in larger 
public libraries to take care of these addi- 
tional services. Then in the 1920’s and ’30’s, 
as more and more materials were needed to 
enrich the teaching programs, boards of 
education came to realize that school li- 
braries were their responsibility just the 
same as classrooms, laboratories, gymnas- 


American Association of School Librarians 
iums, etc., if school librarians and teachers 
were to work together effectively in the 
educational program of the school. There 
was a time when public librarians thought 
that school libraries would replace the chil- 
dren’s department in the public library. We 
know now that that was an unfounded fear. 
The development of school libraries has tend- 
ed to increase, not decrease, public library 
use and has pointed up the need for expand- 
ed collections of books for children and 
young people. 

Today we believe that the school library 
is basically the responsibility of the school 
district. This is expressed in the statement 
entitled “The Library Services Act and 
School Libraries” adopted by the Board of 
Directors of AASL and endorsed by the 
Board of Directors of PLA, June 28, 1957. 
In essence this had been stated the preceding 
year in a memorandum on “Public Library 
Branches in School Buildings” issued by ALA 
and compiled by the executive secretaries of 
the divisions of school libraries, public li- 
braries, and children and young people’s 
librarians. It is stated in the new school 
library standards to be published by ALA 
early in 1960— 

“Since the school library is an essen- 
tial part of the total school program, 
the provision of libraries in the schools 
is the responsibility of the board of edu- 
cation. The administrative authority and 
responsibility for school libraries belong 
to the board of education and not to the 
public library.” 

These new national school library stand- 
ards have been in preparation for several 
years and are based on research and careful 
study. The American Association of School 
Librarians has had a Standards Committee 
composed of school librarians and of repre- 
sentatives from twenty other professional 
education organizations. The publication will 
include more than standards. It will de- 
scribe a total school library program for 
schools at the elementary, junior and senior 
high school level, for supervision, for schools 
under 200 in size, for libraries in new 
schools, for district and regional planning. 

In a West Coast city a few years ago the 
public library proposed to the Board of Edu- 
cation that it would like to be relieved of the 
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services it was supplying to schools. The 
public librarian said at that time, “We in 
the public library can supply trained per- 
sonnel to select, catalog and process your 
books; we can deliver books to your schools; 
but we cannot supply a library program 
within your school building.” He had so well 
expressed the difference that the Board of 
Education was impressed with his reasoning 
and began to make plans to assume this 
responsibility. 

There are today many cities where school 
libraries are administered through the public 
library. A few of these programs are ex- 
cellent, and examples of them can be cited 
in Ohio. Cthers would be improved if the 
responsibility were shifted to the school dis- 
trict. Some public libraries still carry this 
extra load because the Board of Education 
will not make the adequate financial pro- 
vision to assume it, and the public librarians 
feel they should continue the service. Most 
public librarians are agreed that their re- 
sponsibility is to serve the entire community, 
that adults are being short-changed when an 
excessive part of the budget must be spent 
on supplying books and services to schools. 
Some libraries supply bookmobile service to 
schools. Certainly there are times when this 
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is needed and helpful, but again it does not 
take the place of the library within the 
school. A young elementary school principal 
told me one day that the bookmobile stopped 
at his school once a week and asked whether 
I considered that adequate library service. 
When I replied in the negative, he was sur- 
prised. 


The public library bookmobile service to 
schools statement written several vears ago 
is presently being revised. The State De- 
partment of Public Instruction in North 
Carolina issued an excellent statement in 
January, 1958. In part it was stated: “Over 
the years public libraries, especially through 
bookmobile services, have contributed well 
to the public school program and can con- 
tinue to do so. It is the conclusion of all 
parties concerned that public library services 
can never replace the distinctive functions of 
the school library, such as 


(1) providing books and other materials 
selected and organized to meet school 
needs; (2) providing library quarters for 
reference and research; (3) assisting 
pupils and teachers in using the library; 
(4) teaching library and study skills; 
(5) and giving individual reading guid- 
ance. 
Essentially, bookmobile service to schools 
should be of a supplementary nature.” In 
1954 a statement of relationships between 
Tennessee public schools and the Tennessee 
Regional Library service was written. 

The following is a quote from an Ohio 
county district library annual report: “Con- 
tinuing rapid growth of Beavercreek school 
population this year made it impossible for 
the bookmobile to give direct service to 
classes. An alternative plan was worked out 
with school authorities to lend two central 
collections of books from the bookmobile 
stock, and to work toward establishment by 
the Beavercreek school system of its own 
libraries.” This philosophy seems preferable 
to me than that expressed in a report from 
an Illinois town: “To the best of our knowl- 
edge, no public library in Illinois devotes 
as much of its limited budget, or so many 
books, or as much of its staff time, to see 
that books and children become life-long 
friends.” They go on to describe services to 
sixteen elementary schools and the shared 
expenses by the public library and the 
schools for the salary of the Director of 
Children’s Services, cataloguer, and for truck 
delivery to schools, etc. Are they robbing 


adult groups in the community of the serv- 
ices and books they deserve in order to spend 
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a large percentage of their budget on school 
services? 

The Library Services Act, as pointed out 
by Mary Helen Mahar, Specialist for School 
and Children’s Libraries, U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation, does not provide for school library 
services, but by including public library 
service to children and young people in rural 
areas the incentive is provided “to redefine 
the complementary and separate functions 
of the school library and the public library 
in their service to rural children and young 
people.” Her address in entirety may be 
found in the February 1959 ALA Bulletin. 


In the recent public library standards, 
several statements are included relative to 
the joint action of school and public librar- 
ries. The concluding statement is: “There 
should be continuous joint planning between 
those responsible for school and public li- 
brary services based on realistic recognition 
of the functions of each agency, in order to 
provide complete library service to children 
and young people.” There will be strong 
statements in the new school library stand- 
ards in regard to effective relationships be- 
tween school and public libraries and the 
need for establishing a statement of policy. 

There are many instances of cooperation 
and I should like to quote specific examples. 
In 1953 a booklet entitled “Programs for 
Schools and Public Libraries,” a joint rec- 
ommendation of the Free Library Commis- 
sion and the Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, was issued in Wisconsin. In 1955 a 
46-page booklet entitled “Joining Forces” 
was prepared by the Indiana Library Asso- 
ciation, the Indiana Library Trustees Asso- 
ciation and the Indiana School Librarians 
Association. The information is based on 
questionnaires. As an outgrowth of the work 
of the committee, sixteen institutes were 
held throughout the state afterwards. The 
roles of librarians, trustees and administra- 
tors are defined; recommendations are made 
in several areas of the study. 

Quoting from a statement prepared by the 
Washington Library Association and _ the 
Washington School Library Association com- 
mittee in 1958—‘For both the public and 
school library, the limits of service are 
boundless when imaginative and inquisitive 
minds have been reached. Neither public 
nor school library can by itself offer the 
complete answer to reading needs but to- 
gether they can help youth to achieve a 
measure of happiness and to be at home in 
the world.” 


Certainly each type of library has its own 
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niche to fill. The public library characteris- 
tics differ from those of the school library 
where one age group is served largely in 
relation to the curriculum and educational 
program of the school. Where school li- 
braries do not exist, public librarians need 
to assume more responsibility for materials 
to enrich the school curriculum; where pub- 
lic libraries do not exist, the school library 
must make some provision for community 
use. For example, a very fine school librar- 
ian in a rural community, with no public 
library service, justified the magnitude of 
the fiction collection in his library because 
the children took books home for their 
parents to read. I know one school librarian 
who was largely instrumental in getting a 
public library started in her town. 

Now I should like to review with you 
briefly the history of school libraries in Ohio 
as described in the 1959 publication by Fred- 
eric Aldrich entitled “The School Library in 
Ohio with Special Emphasis on Its Legisla- 
tive History,” and to make one concrete pro- 
posal. 


History of the Development of 
School Libraries in Ohio 

In the Ordinance of 1787 section 16 of 
each township was reserved for the mainte- 
nance of public schools within the township. 
In the second quarter of the 19th century 
tax-supported public schools, public school 
libraries and better facilities for teacher 
training were made possible. The school dis- 
trict library movement which began in New 
York in 1835 was acknowledged by legisla- 
tion in Ohio in 1846. These school district 
libraries were provided by the general school 
law in 1853. In the first three-year period, 
1854-56, 332,579 books were distributed 
through the county auditor’s office to the 
boards of education. 

Much opposition to school district libraries 
developed because of the increased taxes in- 
volved, small collections of books, etc. Large 
cities consolidated their small libraries. The 
library tax was abolished in 1860 and in 
1864 boards of education were required by 
law to gather the books in one central li- 
brary. Continued opposition led to the aban- 
donment of school district libraries in 1868. 
Although it eventually suffered defeat, this 
movement established the principle of public 
taxation for the support of 
recognized the role of the 
educational agency. 


libraries and 
library as an 


Then greater emphasis was given in Ohio 
to public libraries serving the entire com- 
munity rather than to separate libraries in 
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schools. During this time 93% of cities and 
villages had school libraries ranging from 25 
to 25,000 volumes, but only 40% of rural 
schools had library facilities at all. 

Between 1902 and 1943 the legal frame- 
work was set up by which boards of edu- 
cation were authorized to provide for ade- 
quate school library service, either through 
the establishment of school libraries or 
through contracts with existing public li- 
braries. 

The State Department of Education devel- 
oped standards for elementary and secondary 
school libraries and certification require- 
ments for school librarians. School libraries 
grew from 330,270 volumes in 1900 to 5,472,- 
309 volumes in 1953-54—or from .39 to 3.71 
books per pupil. 

Present School Library Law 

The basis of the present Ohio law was 
embodied in legislation enacted in 1923 which 
allowed any board of education to provide 
for the establishment, control, and mainte- 
nance of a school library or libraries for the 
purpose of providing school library service 
or to contract with any public library to 
furnish such service. This law was revised 
only slightly in 1943 and provided that the 
board of education contracting for service 


from the public library should pay all or 
part of the expense thereof, including the 
salaries of school librarians. It also provided 
for the control and management of school 
district free public libraries operated by 
boards of education. In 1933 a law estab- 
lished a method of financing public library 
services and requiring that library trustees 
desiring to receive funds from classified 
property taxes must extend the benefits of 
its library service to all inhabitants of the 
county. This was aimed at taking care of 
rural areas. 

In 1945 a study in Ohio showed 276 public 
libraries with which school boards could con- 
tract for school library service. It was sug- 
gested that in small communities one library 
to serve all needs might best be housed in 
the school building. I should like again to 
call your attention to the ALA statement 
on “Public Library Branches in School 
Buildings” and the problems which are 
pointed out. 

Your neighboring state of Indiana is facing 
some of the same problems that you are in 
Ohio in regard to public library service to 
schools. In the July 1959 “Library Board 
Postings” from the Extension Division of 
the Indiana State Library it was stated: “The 
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question of the public library’s giving school 
service has arisen at several recent library 
meetings in the state. In the discussion 
which has centered around this question it 
has been evident that the service to schools 
has been provided without adequate reim- 
bursement to the public library; that the 
staff of the public library frequently gives 
school service at the expense of public li- 
brary service to young people and to adult 
patrons; that public libraries are spending 
funds for materials which are definitely the 


responsibility of the schools; that schools 
often make demands on the time of the 
public library staff and on the library’s 


budget while spending no funds at all for 
school libraries.” 

The Ohio State Department of Education 
continues to develop school library stand- 
ards but, quoting Aldrich, “without provid- 
ing adequate leadership in improvement;... 
gathering valuable school library statistics 
but without publishing or interpreting them; 

permitting much unevenness in school 
library services both in quality and quan- 
tity.” 

Aldrich goes on to say that Ohio does not 
provide for state school library supervision 
and states, “If the library service is as essen- 
tial in the program of the school as educa- 
tional and library authorities assert it should 
be, it should be encouraged and directed by 
adequate supervision at the state level.” 

It is pointed out by Aldrich that there is 
need for statistical reports on public school 
libraries and the possibility of accomplish- 
ment by a state school library supervisor, 
and ends with, “The problem of additional 
school library service in village and rural 
areas could also more attacked 
through a state school library supervisor.” 

In 1949 the State Dept. of Education, OLA 
and OFA sponsored a conference on school 
library problems and in part it was stated, 
“It is imperative that superintendents and 
principals undertake systematically to im- 
prove their school libraries, and, further, 
that qualified school library supervision be 
provided at either the state level or other- 
wise.” 

Ten years have passed and Ohio does not 
yet have a state school library supervisor. 
What could be achieved in furthering the 
development of school libraries if the posi- 
tion were created and the right person found 
to fill it? 

The following statement is from the new 
national school library standards soon to be 
published: 


easily be 
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“The history of school libraries shows 
that the state education and library 
agencies have had key roles in the estab- 
lishment and improvement of school li- 
braries. Much of this work has been 
carried on through the state office of 


school library supervision, and it is 
generally true, on a _ state-wide basis 
that school libraries have reached a 


higher stage of development in those 
states that have had school library su- 
pervisors. 

“As already noted, state school library 
supervision furnishes unique and im- 
portant services in the formation and 
improvement of school library programs 
within a state. The number of states 
with school library supervisors (now 26) 
steadily advances toward the goal rec- 
ommended for the nation by the school 
library profession—at least one state 
school supervisor for every state. 

The office of school library supervision 
is most appropriately located in the state 
department of education.” 

Twenty-six states have state school library 
supervisors. Recently California has at long 
last created the position of state school li- 
brary supervisor, as has Hawaii. Oregon has 
moved this position from the State Library 
to the State Dept. of Public Instruction. In 
Montana the position has been created but 
not the budget as yet. Progress is being made 
in Oklahoma. Two persons, replacing one, 
have been recently appointed in Illinois to 
work in separate geographic areas of the 
state. 

What 
brary 


is the work of the state school li- 
supervisor? He works closely with 
the chief state school officer in designing an 
overall plan for the state’s participation and 
assistance in the development of school li- 
braries and for the distribution of special 
services, works closely with all divisions of 
the state department of education and in- 
terprets the functions of school library pro- 
grams to them, serves as a resource person 
and provides information and advisory serv- 
ices, serves on curriculum committees, ap- 
praises specifications for school libraries in 
building plans, assists in the certification of 
school librarians, visits in the schools of the 
state and assists or advises where needed, 
exerts leadership in improving standards for 
school libraries and librarians, prepares re- 
ports, gathers and analyzes statistics, shows 
leadership in professional associations of 
school librarians, keeps administrators and 
school librarians informed about important 
national developments affecting school li- 
braries. 

From the above job analysis it is obvious 
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that the person who serves as state school 
library supervisor must have a back- 
ground of practical school library experi- 
ence, teacher training and actual classroom 
teaching if possible, and an understanding 
of the school’s curriculum. He should have 
administrative judgment, poise and vision 
and qualities of leadership and the ability to 
work effectively with people. This person 
should, of course, be a professionally trained 
librarian with a Master’s degree. He should 
have a background and knowledge of audio- 
visual as well as printed materials and should 
either serve as the director of all instruction 
materials or work closely with the supervisor 
of audio-visual materials, if this is a sep- 
arate department. 

Ohio has an outstanding history of public 
and school library development. It will con- 
tinue to have, but patterns change with the 
times and what served Ohio well in 1923 
may not be the most effective pattern for 
1959. Quietly in many parts of your state 
adjustments are being made and school li- 
braries are becoming more and more an 
integral part of the school program within 
the school building and thus the responsi- 
bility of the school itself. This does not 
mean that school districts will not continue 
to have contractual arrangements with pub- 
lic libraries for various types of services to 


rich 


small schools (defined as those under 200 
in the new school library standards). In 
fact, a special chapter is included on the 


library program in these small schools. To- 
day we are emphasizing the program, which 
is far more inclusive than merely the serv- 
ices. Supplying books is only one part of a 
program which can be developed by a school 
librarian, both teacher and library trained, 
who has enthusiasm, creativity and knowl- 
edge of the needs and abilities of children 
and young people and of the school’s cur- 
riculum. This person must be a part of the 
regular faculty of the school with the same 
salary, same vacations and same basic edu- 
cational background. 

I urge you to work for the creation of the 
position of a state school library supervisor 
and for the development of more city and 
district schoo] library supervisors. We will 
continue to look to Ohio for the leadership 
which it has shown through the years. 





OLA Membership Report 
As of October 1, 1959, the Ohio Library 
Association had 1638 members with $3,310.50 
collected in dues. There were also 220 paid 


sustaining members, primarily bookmen. 
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Reference Services Round Table 

The Reference Services Round Table, at 
last count 298 strong and representing five 
types of libraries, ended its year with a 
workshop at Lincoln Lodge just prior to the 
OLA Annual Conference. 

The two evening meetings were probably 
of the greatest interest to the general OLA 
membership. The first was a panel of in- 
dustrialists led by George Coen, former 
president of OLTA. It was brought out in 
this session that librarians do not publicize 
themselves and their services well enough. 
Greater effort is needed to inform industry 
of the many ways in which libraries can 
be of service to it. The need for a state 
public relations person was also discussed. 
State Librarian Walter Brahm the second 
evening told about the plans for regional 
centers, particularly as they apply to ref- 
erence work. Meetings on administrative 
and service needs were also held. 

Officers for the coming year are: 

CHAIRMAN: Ray Embry, Ross County. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN- 

ELECT: John Thackery, Dayton Public. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Larry 

Avon Lake. 


Bone, 


JEANNE LEWIS. 
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Round Table for Workers with 
Children and Yourg Adults 


Through a mail vote to the membership 
and at the business meeting of the Round 
Table on Friday, October 9, it was voted 
that the name of this organization be 
changed to the Round Table for Workers 
with Children and Young Adults of the Ohio 
Library Association in place of the Round 
Table for Workers with Children and Young 
People. The membership also approved a 
second change in the Constitution regarding 
the nomination of officers to read: “The 
nominating committee shall present the name 
of one candidate for each elective office ex- 
cept the chairmanship. Additional nomina- 
tions may be made from the floor... ” 

The Secretary reported that 
Table has 281 paid members. 
the coming year are: 

CHAIRMAN: Mary 
Library. 

VICE - CHAIRMAN (Chairman - Elect): 
Nancy Young, Grandview Heights Pub- 
lic Library, Columbus. 

SECRETARY -TREASURER: Jane Mc- 
Gregor, Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County. 

MEMBERS - AT - LARGE: Genevieve Cy- 
pher, Green County District Library, 
Xenia; Lorraine Furbish, Lakewood 
Public Library; Antoinette Rohan, Day- 
ton Public Library. 


our Round 
Officers for 
Peters, 


Lima Public 


Two hundred and forty-six librarians were 
present for the program which immediately 
followed the business meeting. This atten- 
tive group counted themselves fortunate, as 
through the generosity of the Horn Book 
Magazine they heard its editor, Mrs. Ruth 
Hill Viguers, a widely recognized authority 
on literature for children, give a thought- 
provoking talk entitled “The Treasure and 
the Search,” from which a few thoughts 
follow. Either in the library or at home, 
best of all both places, children should have 
many good books around them and a chance 
to choese from these books to satisfy their 
own special needs. “The chance for choice 
is the chance for growth.” Mrs. Viguers 
likened the children’s room of the public 
library to “Safe Harbor” as she told of the 
responsibilities the children’s librarian has 
to the potential engineers, scientists, law- 
yers, librarians, parents, etc., that she wel- 
comes to it. Every child can gain from as- 
sociation with books and it is up to the 
children’s librarian to make that gain pos- 
sible. Her primary aim is to help a child 
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through books to discover new worlds, to 
find his inner self, to grow as an individual 
person “as someone whose very special at- 
tributes may fill an important need in the 
future,” and “to see that books play their 
part in giving children a happy and rich 
childhood, which is the best preparation for 
life.” 

Mrs. Viguers reminded us that reading 
is not an easy subject and a librarian must 
do everything possible to convince children 
it is worth the effort. An enthusiastic ap- 
proach that encourages a child to explore the 
riches of a difficult book is so important and 
often provides the passport for the journey 
in the child’s search for treasure. She told 
about the Treasure Seekers Club in a branch 
of the New York Public Library some years 
ago where the members found that the 
treasure of a good story, which means a good 
exciting experience, was the treasure they 
wanted and went on with their search for 
more treasure. “The child who has in the 
few years of his reading childhood read the 
best children’s books has learned a great 
deal from experience, for good books are 
experiences.” 

After the program there was an oppor- 
tunity for Ohio librarians to meet Mrs. 
Viguers and examine the inviting display of 
Horn Book publications. Those who sent in 
their name to receive a copy of the Horn 
Book Crier, no doubt, noted in its November- 
December issue that Mrs. Viguers was the 
luncheon speaker at the annual conference 
of the National Council of Teachers of Eng- 
lish in Denver on November 27. The title of 
her talk was “Without Boundaries.” 

Many librarians have expressed the hope 
that “The Treasure and the Search,” so rich 
in inspiration, will be published in a future 
issue of the Horn Book Magazine. If and 
when this comes about, announcement will 
be made in the OLA BULLETIN. 

MARY PETERS. 





SEVENTH CLEVELAND BOOK FAIR 


“Go Exploring in Books” was the theme 
of the 7th Annual Cleveland Books Fair for 
Boys and Girls, held in the Cleveland Public 
Library’s new Business and Science Build- 
ing, November 8-15. Featured were 3,000 
outstanding juvenile books and appearances 
by leading authors, illustrators and editors. 
Sponsors were the Public Libraries of Great- 
er Cleveland, Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, Children’s Book Council, Inc., Wom- 
en’s National Book Assn., and THE CLEVE- 
LAND PRESS. 
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Service to Schools Report 

The Service to Schools Round Table was 
organized in 1957 to give help to all librar- 
ians who do school library work but are not 
known officially as school librarians. 

Last year, in cooperation with the Exten- 
sion Round Table, the group arranged a 
successful and well attended Conference pro- 
gram meeting where six librarians described 
school library service as they have it. 

This year, instead of librarians talking to 
librarians, we invited two legislators, who 
are also educators, to participate on the 
program. The purpose was to have them 
give us advice from their experience and to 
hear and learn something of the library 
point of view as we know it locally, and 
nationally as presented by the executive sec- 
retary of the American Association of School 
Librarians of ALA. It is our earnest hope 
that this exchange of ideas may eventually 
benefit the library program in our 
state. 

As an infant, this Round Table is doing 
well membership-wise, but as it grows older 
we hope the membership will grow stronger. 
This Round Table should become a sturdy 
one and continue to bring school library 
interests and techniques to the attention of 
the OLA membership. 

MILDRED KROHN. 


school 





OLA Scholarship Awards 

The Ohio Library Association Scholarship 
committee recommended the $500.00 scholar- 
ship be awarded to Jean Stangle, a graduate 
of Wilmington College who received her B.A. 
in 1958 with a major in English and chem- 
istry. She graduated in the upper third of 
her class and has had experience as a gen- 
eral assistant at Wilmington College Library 
and on the bookmobile at the Dayton and 
Montgomery County Public Library. Also 
during college Miss Stangle was editor of 
the college newspaper, yearbook, and on the 
magazine staff. She is a member of the 
Alpha Phi Gamma Journalism Honorary So- 
ciety, having been its secretary and presi- 
dent. She is also listed in Who’s Who in 
American Colleges and Universities. Her 
recommendations from both employers and 
other librarians who have known her and 
watched her through her college experiences 
have given her outstanding recommenda- 
tions. 

The Scholarship Committee also approved 
a loan of $300 to Mary Ellen Kovalan of 
Mingo Junction, a graduate of the College 
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of Steubenville in 1951 with a B.A. degree. 
Her major was English with minors in so- 
cial science and education. She is at present 
head of the Reference Department of the 
Steubenville Public Library where she has 
worked for the past nine years, and expects 
to return to that library when she completes 
her year’s graduate work. She is highly rec- 
ommended by the college, her head librar- 
ian, David Griffith, and the president of the 
Steubenville Library Board. This loan is to 
be repaid, interest free, to the OLA within 
a period not greater than two years. 

The Committee would like to report that 
it had four excellent candidates for the $500 
scholarship and was hard-pressed to select 
the recipient. The Committee would liked 
to have been able to give a scholarship to 
all four of the candidates. The actual selec- 
tion was made on the basis of recommen- 
dations from employers, from college fac- 
ulty reports and the financial needs of the 
candidates. 

It is the hope of the Committee that the 
money for scholarships will be replaced by 
donations for this purpose. It is quite dis- 
appointing to have good candidates and not 
be able to give them financial help. Several 
years ago it was suggested that a committee 
be set up for the purpose of raising money 
for the Scholarship Fund. Not too much has 
ever been done with that, and as chairman 
of the Scholarship Committee I would like 
to urge the membership to consider again 
building up the Scholarship Fund. 

MRS. FAITH STOUGHTON. 


Education Beyond the High School 
Committee Reports on Problems 


The sudden spread throughout Ohio of 
branch universities and college extension 
centers, with meager library facilities, caused 
the emergency creation of this committee in 
August, 1957. The commitiee was instructed 
to study the library problems created by 
branch universities and to present its find- 
ings to the Governor’s Commission on Edu- 
cation Beyond the High School, with the 
hope that the legislature would consider 
remedies. 

Our committee was composed of both col- 
lege librarians and public librarians with 
the dual concern that adequate service be 
given to college students; and that public 
libraries should not sacrifice essential public 
services in order to give college library 
service. 

Evidence was immediately available that 
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these college library beginnings of 10 or 200 
books were inadequate for modern higher 
Students flocking to the 


public libraries, where heroic efforts on the 


education. were 
part of some librarians resulted in serious 
strain on services to other phases of com- 
munity life. One library reported that inter- 
library loan requests quadrupled. 
shelf and periodical reference required the 
addition of %%4 


Reserve 


of one full-time 


worker, 
with resulting budget dislocation. In another 
city, a class in children’s literature required 
2,500 circulations of standard children’s books 
needed for elementary school pupils. 

The Executive Secretary of the Governor’s 
Commission granted our committee a cour- 
teous hearing, and the entire Commission 
devoted one session to the discussion of li- 
braries. However, library service received 
scant space in the final report and by the 
time the legislature met a 
was in office. 

In 1958 the Committee on Education 
yond High School recommended: “The 
popularity of branch colleges indicates 
that this phase of higher education is spread- 
ing rapidly, not only in Ohio but through- 
out the country. For intelligent, long-range 
planning, a full-scale research study is need- 
ed on the impact of college students on pub- 
lic libraries.” The U. S. Office of Education 
showed encouraging interest in financing a 
study. The draft of a study was in process 
under the direction of Margaret Egan of the 
research staff of Western Reserve Univer- 
sity School of Library Science. Plans were 
halted by Miss Egan’s sudden death. 

Meanwhile, the Committee has been work- 
ing on an interim project, a get-together of 
librarians of the state universities, of sev- 
eral colleges having branch programs, and 
the public libraries of the cities where 
branches are located. The purpose is to plan 
relief of specific local pressures and to help 
unify procedures. Such a meeting was 
planned for September, 1959, but postponed 
because of crowded schedules. 

The Committee on Education Beyond the 


new governor 


Be- 


1. That the research draft be completed 
with the hopes that sponsoring funds 
can be made available. 

2. That plans be completed for the uni- 
versity and public library get-together 
before winter. 

LAUREL KRIEG. 
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Adult Education Report 

During the year 1959 the Adult Education 
Round Table functioned in accordance with 
the constitution of the Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation, as amended in October, 1957. The 
officers and committees made every effort 
to represent the special professional interests 
of the membership. 

A file of the membership was maintained 
by the chairman, publicity was submitted 
regularly to the editor of the OLA BULLE- 
TIN, and on February 11 the chairman met 
with the president and other Round Table 
chairmen to plan for the 1959 Conference 
programs. 

Subsequently, a meeting of the officers 
was held in June at the South Euclid Re- 
gional Branch of the Cuyahoga County Pub- 
lic Library to plan the program for the 
Annual Conference. 

On Friday, October 9, following a brief 
business session, this program, THE ART 
OF LIBRARIANSHIP, a panel discussion 
based upon A PASSION FOR BOOKS by 
Lawrence Clark Powell, was _ successfully 
executed. I think if you have not read Mr. 
Powell’s book, you should do so and judge 
for yourself. 

MRS. HARRIET SMITH KOOPMAN. 





KINDERGARTEN THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL 


Smperial Book C . 


519 W. SEDGWICK STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 19, PENNA. 


Wholesale Book Brokers 
OHIO REPRESENTATIVE 
Joe Cappell 


208 Prospect Street 
Dover, Ohio 
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the mark of quality and service 


SUVENILES 


large stock of basic and 
most wanted titles 


CARL J. LEIBEL, INC. 
La Puente, California 





LIBRARY GIFTS 


The WAKEMAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
will have a new building to be known as 
the Calvert C. Canfield Memorial Library. 
The donor, Mrs. Augusta Canfield, said a 
library building seemed to be most fitting as 
a memorial to her late husband since he was 
a great believer in education and an in- 
veterate reader. Mr. Canfield was the great- 
grandson of the first settler in Wakeman 
Township and at the time of his death in 
1939 was treasurer of the Pickands-Mather 
Co. in Cleveland. The building will be of 
colonial design in red brick and white trim. 
It will be so constructed that an addition 
can be built without detracting from the 
charm of the original design. It will be lo- 
cated on ground now being cleared across 
Pleasant Street from the Masonic Hall where 
the Wakeman Community Library has occu- 
pied rented quarters since it was founded in 
1949 as a community effort. Currently the 
Library is open afternoons and evenings two 
days a week. Mrs. Alice Watson is the li- 
brarian. 

The HERRICK MEMORIAL LIBRARY in 
Wellington recently received a check for 
$10,000 from Mrs. Albert R. Warner of Cleve- 
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land as a memorial to her late husband, a 
former Wellington resident. The income from 
the investment of the money is to be used 
each year for the purchase of books. The 
letter received from Mrs. Warner also states 
that the trustees are also authorized to ex- 
pend, in addition to the income from the 
$10,000, a sum not to exceed $500 per year. 
It was also noted that these expenditures are 
to be in addition to the amount set forth in 
the annual budget. Martha Morse is librar- 
ian of the Herrick Memorial Library. 

The BRUMBACK LIBRARY at Van Wert 
has received a bequest of $5,000.00 from Mrs. 
E. I. Antrim, who was the daughter of John 
Sanford Brumback, the donor of the Library. 
Mrs. Antrim was secretary of the first Board 
of Trustees and was very active in helping 
to organize the Library. Her husband, 
Eriving I. Antrim, was president of OLA in 
1922 at a time when legislation pertinent to 
library extension was pending in the Ohio 
Legislature. Elizabeth Rex is librarian. 

The fire-razed ARCANUM PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY in Darke County received a gift of 
approximately $250.00 from the Greenville 
Shrine Club. The group also named a com- 
mittee to study the immediate needs of the 
library and the possibility of recruiting fur- 
ther county-wide assistance from other or- 
ganizations and spearheading a drive for 
donations of acceptable books which would 
be of value to the Library. Margaret Hawley 
is librarian. 

The TIFFIN PUBLIC LIBRARY received 
a gift of nearly 40 books which will form 
the basis of this year’s study project for 
the Tiffin and Seneca County Council of 
Churches. Mrs. Walter Heisey is president 
of the Tiffin Council of Church Women and 
Helen Blood is the librarian at Tiffin. 


Junior Members Round Table 
The annual fall meeting of the Junior 
Members Round Table was held on October 
9, 1959, during the OLA Conference. At that 
time the election of the following officers 
was announced: 
CHAIRMAN: Ronald J. Schink, Fulton- 
Henry Regional Library Service Center. 
VICE-CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN. 


ELECT: Peter Thompson, Cuyahoga 
Public Library. 
SECRETARY -TREASURER: Jane Mc- 


Gregor, Cincinnati and Hamilton County. 
The Juniors’ Only project for the coming 
year will be the compiling of a list of loans 
and scholarships available to Ohio people 
preparing for librarianship. 
RONALD J. SCHINK. 
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Sub-Professional Training Report 

Last year at French Lick, this committee 
reported the results of a questionnaire sent 
to all libraries in Ohio and recommended a 
program of training 


workshops based on 


these results. In December, 1958, more defi- 
nite plans were laid before the Executive 
Board, and Mr. Brahm 


cations concerning the program. 


sent out communi- 


Four three-day workshops were planned 
especially for staff members without library 
school education and from libraries without 
facilities for in-service training. These work- 
shops, partly financed by the State Library, 
were held at Wilmington College, Wilming- 
ton, March 25, 26 and 27; at Ohio University, 
Athens, June 8, 9 and 10; and at Bowling 
Green State University, Bowling Green, and 
Mount Union College, Alliance, June 9, 10 
and 11. Sessions were held in Reference 
Work, Book Selection, Work with Children, 
Work with Young People, Public Relations, 
and “Libraries in Ohio.” 


A total of 223 persons attended: 48 at 
Athens, 50 at Wilmington, and over 60 each 
at Bowling Green and Mount Union. Li- 
braries of all sizes were represented, but the 
majority came from cities with than 
10,000 population. Participants were “clerks,” 
“general assistants,” “branch librarians,” 
“reference librarians,” “office clerks,” “chil- 
dren’s librarians,” “assistant librarians,” “‘li- 
brarians,” ete. 


less 


Estimates of the first impressions of the 
training workshops were obtained from 
evaluating questionnaires filled in by the 
participants at the close of each workshop. 
Evaluations have come also from the in- 
structors and training committee members 
with suggestions for changes for future 
workshops. The 1958-1959 committee has met 
and studied the evaluations. The enthusiasm 
with which these first workshops were re- 
ceived and the benefits which seemingly 
were derived from them point out the fact 
that with a certainty there should be work- 
shops next year. 


The committee recommends to the 1959- 
1960 committee for consideration, four three- 
day “Service Training Workshops” for 1960 
to be held in various parts of the state; two 
of these workshops of a general nature as 
were those held this past year, a third one 
to be devoted to work with children, and a 
fourth to reference work. This committee 
feels that as far as possible participants 
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should be limited to 50 persons for each, 
again in a campus type situation, with meet- 
ings in the library where books are readily 
accessible, making possible better group par- 
ticipation. It is recommended also that the 
instructors be present throughout the entire 
workshop. Further details concerning ll 
phases of the program will also be recom- 
mended to the 1959-1960 committee. 

The committee wishes to thank the State 
Library, Walter Brahm, Ruth Hess and Mrs. 
Faith Stoughton, without whom the work- 
shops would have sadly lacking; the 
29 librarians who conscientiously and effec- 
tively led these and the directors 
of libraries who adjusted schedules to lend 
these people to this project. The committee 
also wishes to thank the officials of the 
four colleges and universities for their splen- 
did arrangements. 

The chairman wishes to formally thank 
the members of her committee, Mrs. Gladys 
Sepin, Mrs. Janet Polacheck, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Bricker, Mrs. Bessie Scott, Harriet Long, 
and Homer L. Fletcher, for their devoted 
service to this project throughout the entire 
year. 


been 


sessions, 


CLYTIE E. STRAHLER. 


OBITUARIES 


MRS. ELIZABETH K. HARTMAN (Eliza- 
beth Allwardt), librarian of the 
1930, 


Galion Community Hospital after an illness 


yalion Pub- 


lic Library since died October 16 in 


of six months. 


MISS EMMA BUTLER, 
Librarian in 


Children’s 
November 2 


first 
Cincinnati, died 
at the age of 97 following a brief illness. 
Miss Emma joined the staff of the Cincin- 
Public 
librarian of the first room for children when 
1900. One of the 


she introduced was the use of 


nati Library in 1884 and became 


it opened in innovations 
tables 
and chairs for the very young library users. 


low 


She retired in 1939 after a total of 55 years 


of service. 


MRS. GEORGE E. CREED (Edith Kylin), 
former librarian of the Caledonia Branch of 
the East Cleveland Public Library system 
died December 2. Mrs. Creed worked for 
about a decade in the East Cleveland sys- 
tem and for the six years ending in 1945 
was in charge of the Caledonia Branch. 
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Extension Service Round Table 
Regional library service and cooperative 
centers were the theme of the Extension 
Service Round Table annual meeting at the 
Deshler-Hilton Hotel in Columbus. 


Ronald J. Schink recounted his experiences 
in establishing and operating the Regional 
Library Service Center in Napoleon, servic- 
ing Henry and Fulton counties. This project 
has flourished to the extent that a second 
demonstration bookmobile from the State 
Library was added in less than a year’s 
time. Mr. Schink also reported that plans 
are being laid now for a State Resource 
Center—a librarian’s library—to operate on 
a separate budget and to offer storage space 
for inter-library loans, display services and 
collection, book selection aids, and 
films and publicity helps. 


later, 


Ruth Hess of the State Library reported 
that, although the present program is less 
diversified than in the past, much effort is 
going into demonstration programs and 
regional development. Two major opera- 
tions are under consideration: (1) central 
cataloging on a statewide basis; (2) moving 
the catalog department out of the State Li- 
brary. She asked that comments be sent her 
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about the kind and extent of cataloging li- 
brarians would want. 

Dorothy Wells of Toledo presented the 
report of the nominating committee of which 
she was chairman: 

CHAIRMAN: A. T. Dickinson, Jr., Mans- 

field Public Library. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN- 

ELECT: Dorothy Strouse, Lucas County 
Library. 

SECRETARY: Constance Lyle, Lima Pub- 

lic Library. 

A feeling of disappointment that the 1959 
in-service training programs had not in- 
cluded aids for those people who work on 
bookmobiles resulted in a motion that a 
course in organizational techniques as well 
as mechanical maintenance for bookmobile 
drivers be recommended for future programs. 

ROBERTA SHAND. 


Having bulletin board troubles? Then 
you'll want a copy of EASY BULLETIN 
BOARDS by Robert A. Hein and Esther K. 
Davis. Priced at $1.50, it can be purchased 
by writing EASY BULLETIN BOARDS, 
P. ©. Box 103, Cleveland 21, Ohio. The 200 
drawings and photographs reproduced fea- 
ture inexpensive materials which can be 
readily assembled by the inexperienced. 
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Our Representative Will Be Glad to 
Call and Show Our Books 


PREBOUND 


JUVENILE BOOKS 


Everwear Bindin g 


For a Maximum Number of 
Circulations 


L. B. MULLIN 
Ohio Representative 
Fredericktown, Ohio 
Associated Libraries, 


Inc. 


3622 Pearl Street 
Philadelphia 4, Pa. 


LIBRARIES in the NEWS 


At the recent election voters approved 
funds for new library buildings in DAY- 
TON, WILLOUGHBY - EASTLAKE, MEN- 


TOR and WICKLIFFE. A levy to supple- 
ment gift funds presently available for li- 
brary building was defeated by ALLIANCE 
voters. COLDWATER residents voted funds 
to remodel a section of the municipal build- 
ing for library purposes. The operating levy 
for GALLIA COUNTY LIBRARY was ap- 
proved and now services can be restored 
which had been curtailed for the past several 
years when the levy failed to be renewed. 
The four-story addition to the UNIVER- 
SITY OF AKRON LIBRARY, to cost $727,- 
150, is scheduled for completion by Spring 
semester of 1961. It will be on the site of 
the present two-story library building built 
in 1916 and will join the 10-year-old Library 
Annex. Work has started on the new $50,000 
addition to the ROSSFORD PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY and it will be completed in the 
spring of 1960. The new addition will in- 
clude a 200-seat auditorium, kitchen facili- 
ties, board meeting room, office and storage 
space. Bids were submitted Nov. 3 for the 
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construction of a small room addition to the 
FINDLAY PUBLIC LIBRARY to be 
for serious adult fiction. 


used 


The remodeling program of the STEUBEN- 
VILLE CARNEGIE LIBRARY’S main branch 
has been completed at a cost of $7,000. 


The AMOS MEMORIAL PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY’S new 3,000-volume bookmobile is 
now serving residents of Shelby County. It 
is manned by Mrs. Jeannette Simpson and 
Fred Brulport. 

PREBLE COUNTY now seems assured of 
getting a county-district library organiza- 
tion as the trustees and taxing authorities 
of six libraries have agreed to join into one 
system. Willing to consolidate are the li- 
braries of CAMDEN, EATON, ELDORADO, 
NEW 


PARIS, WEST ALEXANDRIA and 
WEST ELKTON. 
A county library district has been ap- 


proved by the Wooster City Board of Edu- 
cation and board members appointed to con- 
sider the proposal. 


Late this summer the CLEVELAND PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY officially opened its $3,000.- 
000 BUSINESS AND SCIENCE BUILDING 
with a series of guided tours. The Library 
Annex contains 3% acres of space on six 
floors of the old PLAIN DEALER building 
and gives the system its biggest single ex- 
pansion since the Main Library was opened 
in 1925. 


Occupying the Annex are: Business Infor- 
mation and Technology Divisions, the Adult 
Education Department with its new Confer- 
ence Rooms and Film Bureau, the Photo- 
duplication Division with its special reading 
room for microfilm and microprint, the Hos- 
pital and Institutions Department, which in- 
cludes the Library for the Blind and a new 
Reading Room for the Handicapped, and the 
new Auditorium. A tunnel under Eastman 
Park connects the Annex with the Main 
Library. 

Two special rooms, the Friends of the Li- 
brary Room and the Reading Room for the 
Handicapped, have been furnished by the 
Friends of the Library and the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Cleveland Optometric As- 
sociation. 

As the BULLETIN goes to press, the CAN- 
TON PUBLIC LIBRARY has received word 
that the Timken Foundation has given $65,- 
000 for the purchase of property adjacent to 
the Library. This will give the Canton Li- 
brary frontage of a city block from Cleve- 
land Avenue to Court Avenue. 
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THE AIMS OF NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK STATED BY W. I. NICHOLS 


William I. Nichols, editor and publisher 
of “This Week Magazine” and chairman of 
the Steering Committee for National Li- 
brary Week, April 3-9, 1960, states The Aims 
of National Library Week clearly, concisely, 
and with deep understanding of the funda- 
mental needs of human beings. What he has 
to say will help librarians in their National 
Library Week efforts to “open wonderful 
new worlds” to readers of all ages and make 
them “wake up and read!” 


“The purpose of National Library 
Week, a citizens’ movement, is to en- 
courage lifetime reading habits and the 
use and support of libraries of all kinds 
by everyone. The goal is ‘a better-read, 
better-informed America.’ The Week is 
not an end in itself. It is only a focal! 
point of a long-range, year-round effort 
through continuing activities of 
groups in 5,000 communities. 


many 


“It seems to me that this total effort 
is important because it represents in its 
largest context the critical question of 
how the individual will develop in a 
free society. Education, social 
and mass communications 
volved in this struggle. 


science 
are all in- 


“In our modern, mobile world, many 
of the old disciplines are slipping away. 
For the first time in history, most people 
really do have a very large measure of 
free will. But this is not an unmixed 
blessing. With all the chains broken, 
many people are now experiencing lone- 
liness, insecurity and fear. 

“At this 
trends in 


point we can observe two 
American life. One is to ex- 
ploit this loneliness in negative ways, 
offering various—and often harmful— 
forms of anodyne and blind escape, and 
producing many of the criminal, delin- 
quent and neurotic aspects of our pres- 
ent society. 


“The other way is to encourage the 
development of those inner resources 
of mind and character which contribute 
to the healthy growth of the free indi- 
vidual and free society. 

“The struggle between these 
trends concerns us all. And it is this 
which, in my opinion, gives National 
Library Week its interest, its importance 
and its inspiration. Our objectives go 


two 
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far beyond any project for the making, 
or selling, or lending of books. In effect, 
what we offer is an expanding oppor- 
tunity for the nation’s libraries to unite 
with all other interested elements of the 
community to stress those enduring val- 
ues of goodness, beauty, wisdom, and 
understanding which are so essential to 
the survival and growth of a free civili- 
zation. No one could ask a greater priv- 
ilege than to share in a program like this. 


“Note—The Steering Committee has 
further announced that it will give spe- 
cial emphasis to the field of teen-age 
reading in 1960. This does not mean that 
the community-wide program as estab- 
lished in the first two years will be 
narrowed down. It means that National 
Library Week, working with other agen- 
cies, will make new efforts this year to 
introduce young people successfully into 
the world of adult reading.” 


The report of the ‘Teen Age Reading Con- 
ference,” sponsored by National Library 
Week, was printed in full in the Novem- 
ber 30th issue of “Publishers’ Weekly.” 


With this inspirational message from Mr. 
Nichols, all librarians are urged to go ahead 
with their local plans for National Library 
Week. The Week is progressing state-wide 
through the Ohio Citizens Committee, Ben 
D. Zevin, chairman. And feel free to con- 
sult your Ohio Library Association Execu- 
tive Committee for National Library Week 
—Martha Grey, Lucas County Library, Mau- 
mee; Jacob S. Epstein, Public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, assistant 
director; and Clara Hart, Cuyahoga County 
Public Library, Cleveland, director. 





ASSISTANTSHIPS OFFERED 

The University of Florida Libraries is of- 
fering three graduate assistantships in the 
academic year 1960-61 for study leading to 
a master’s or doctoral degree in a subject 
field other than library science. Graduate 
assistants work approximately 15 hours per 
week, assisting in bibliographical research 
or library administration. 


Stipend is $1,700 for a nine-month period 
and holders of assistantships are exempt 


from out-of-state tuition fees. The deadline 
for filing formal application in March 31, 
1960. 

Applications should be made to: Director 
of Libraries, University of Florida, Gaines- 
ville, Florida. 
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and Sterling, Ill. by our trucks. We pay transportation 

charges one way on all orders shipped to any of the 
above points by motor or rail freight. All orders are processed 
in 21 days after arriving at our plant. Write to Home office 
in North Manchester, Indiana. We hope we may serve you 
soon. Write or call now! 


Heckman now has THREE stra- 
tegically located points where 
you may ship your orders, if 
you are nof in one of our 
pick up ‘areas 


The Heckman Bindery, Inc 
oO 611 Sixth Street 
Front Royal, Virginia 


The Heckman Bindery, Inc. 
o 9122 West Seventh St 
Sterling, Illinois 
The Heckman Bindery, Inc 
908 North Sycamore St 
North Manchester, Indiana 
(Home office and plant 


LABELS 
AND 
SHIPPING 
CARTONS 


Now in its third 
printing, “A Stitch 
in Time”, an - au- 
thentic history of 
> binding — yours for 


Sy eee 2 : 
BOUND TO PLEASE Eitan dual the osking. 





